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Welcome to the 2008-2009 FUMCN School Year. I expect this year to be
. another filled with fun, learning, excitement, and at times exhausting.
In Th IS IS sue I am up for the task. Are you? You, the parents, are the ones who make
FUMCN possible for everyone. A Co-Op is special because parents have the
opportunity not only to participate, but, also shape the future of our
school and the lives of ALL the families we touch. The following information is designed
to help you as you begin your career at FUMCN or as a refresher for you Alumni.

Comments from

Miss Juli

e President, Lisa Hirsch
o Committee Members
e Information about

idenﬁ.fying Allergic DISCIPLINE Discipline at FUMCN is good-humored and caring. We redirect
reactions energies and try to get the children to resolve the problem themselves,

a lot of times adults give verbal prompts. A child may be removed from a
room or a situation if they are harming themselves, others, or property.

b ,. Beassured I will contact you privately if your child's behavior has

FUMCN GCT'Y'T'eS . and don't become a problem. At times, I will need to discuss certain situations at

for‘gef to visit us on the board meetings. Again, I will discuss them with the utmost

internet at www.fumen.org  confidentially as not to embarrass anyone.

Also check the Calendar on
the last page for upcoming

COMMUNICATION This is very important! Please, be sure to check your
child's tote bag EVERY DAY. Read the daily note and any other special
information that may need your attention. Sometimes, plans change at the
last minute. I don't want anyone to miss out on a special day or a
change of plans. Also, check the calendar and bulletin board in the
FUMCN Neuws is a publication hallway often. If you need to reach me after school you may call before
of the First United 9pm: 734-439-0583 or send me an e-mail: juli@fumc-a2.org (school) or
Methodist Cooperative mettinen@peoplepc.com. thome) I check my school e-mail a few times a day and my home

Nursery, located within First e-mail at least every other day or so.
United Methodist Church of

Ann Arbor at 120 South ABSENCES Please, let me know if you are going to be out of school by
State St. Ann Arbor MI either leaving me a note, an e-mail, or by calling the
48C1lOi phRErRary FUMCN phone: 734-662-7660.

FUMCN admits students of CURRICULUM FUMCN is a "Play-Based" school. We believe that children
any Race, Creed, Color, and  learn naturally through play. Our activities are set up in a fun, non-threatening

National Ethnic origin. manner, to capture the children's attention while teaching them concepts
that will help them mature and develop. We integrate pre-math,
Newsletter Editor: pre-reading, pre-writing and science in our curriculum in fun ways
Bonnie Kerber (Thomas 4 pm) along with the usual art, music, and dance. We always are eager to hear from parents of
bonnieker ber‘@yahoo‘com special activities that you think may interest the children.

at LE e Please make 4's SHARING BAGS This is a school to home literacy enhancing activity.

A g 7 submissions by Epch day I choose a "Meteorologist" (this is a different child everyday)

TRy T 5:00 p.m. on the {4 check the weather and help the class go over our calendar. This year,

L 18th of each the Meteorologist will be the one to take home a "Sharing Bag". This bag
ol 1 'L_\I-‘:'h month contains a book, a character (usually a stuffed animal) and a note book.

(continued on page 3)
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Welcome to the 2008-09 FUMCN school year! It's hard to believe that my youngest of three
children will be starting his final year at FUMCN. Over the 7 previous years that our family
q\/) has been a part of this unique preschool community, my husband and T have grown and learned
- right along with our children. We've met so many bright, inspiring, kind parents and found so
much joy and wisdom in the ways of our children and their "FUMCN friends". So maybe even if our Daniel were
ready for kindergarten, we would still have wanted to stay on another year at this fantastic place.

?‘\" _ From the President’s Pen

The FUMCN Board has been hard at work this summer preparing for the year. The parents serving on this
Board are dedicated to helping make this preschool the best it can be. To that end, our August Board meeting
included two special aspects. The first was an in-depth presentation by our FUM-Fives integration
subcommittee which highlighted the increasing need for young fives programs and the unique qualities of our
young fives program, FUM-Fives. Although begun by the FUMC Family Ministries last year, the church asked
the Board to integrate this program into FUMCN beginning this year. It is still a young program and as of this
writing we continue to have openings available. So, I encourage all of you to spread the word that FUMCN now
has not only our regular 3 and 4 year old classes but also a cutting edge new program for young fives with a
maximum ratio of 12 children to 2 teachers.

In addition to the Board's unanimous vote to integrate FUM-Fives into FUMCN, the August meeting allowed us
a little time for “visioning". We were asked to imagine our ideal preschool and come up with pictures and words
to describe it. You can see the visual results of our efforts in the hallway at school. T will share more details
with you as we formulate our plans to put our “vision" into action.

Thank you all for choosing FUMCN. Please don't hesitate to contact me or any other Board member if you
have questions, concerns or even kudos about our program. The wonderful thing about this co-op is that it is
not just my or the Board's school, it is our school - every family's school. We all work together to give our
children an enriching, fun place to learn and grow with us. Welcome to our community! It's going to be an
exciting year and I know that all of you have something special to contribute to making FUMCN an even better
place for all of our children.

Lisa Hirsch
(Daniel, FUM5's)

(continued on page 4)






