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November 2008 We’re thankful for all good things 

A note from Miss Juli 

Happy November FUMCN Families! With Thanksgiving fast approaching and 
then into the hustle and bustle of the holidays I want to take this opportunity 
to tel l you all what I’m thankful for this year: YOU! I am so lucky to be a part 
of a school where the parents are so involved. Not many schools have this many 
talented people in the mix, ready to step up to help out in so many wonderful 
ways. I t leaves me time and energy to focus on the kids and trying to make 
FUMCN fun and creative environment for all of you. 

This month we will be starting something new. Many of you know that Signing 
is a passion of mine. I am not an expert. I have taken 2 classes but, mostly 
taught myself. This month and continuing through the end of the year we will 
have: “The Sign of the Week”. I will post the signs with pictures i f possible 
plus the instructions written out. For the month of November we will be 
focusing on these sign: Red, Please, Thank You & I’m sorry. 

Keep in mind, just like with the spoken language, when you are f i r s t learning 
it’s not perfect. When we begin to speak as toddlers we often mumble and 
don’t pronounce words correctly. I t ’s important to appreciate the attempt. 
I t ’s the same with sign language. Children may not perform the sign exactly 
how it’s meant to be but, the attempt should be commended. I teach primarily 
American Sign Language (ASL). That is what is used in the deaf community. 
There is also Signed Exact English in which most all words in a sentence are 
signed. That is what is done mostly in schools by sign language interpreters 
working with children in the class room. Both are O.K. but, there are 
differences. I teach ASL to give respect to the deaf community. Plus, ASL is 
considered a second language. There are some regional differences in signs, 
too. So, i f you look them up in books or on line they may be dif ferent that 
what I have learned. When I teach the children to sign, I don’t sign every 
single word. They are young and their coordination and dexterity isn’t fully 
developed, yet. I sign every few words in a sentence or song so the kids can 
keep up. I f you have any questions please feel f ree to ask. 
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