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PrRUNoIGiE IMECR AN SREEER MY oo Bkl °T hope your holidays were bright and festive. It always feels good

to come back after a long break - rested, rejuvenated and ready to get back to lots
of FUMCN fun.

In This Issue

Comments from

o Miss Juli

e President, Lisa Hirsch

e Committee Members

e Please see the helpful
calendar and tear of f
planning page on the last
page of the newsletter.

Also, visit us on the internet

at www.fumen.org

FUMCN News is a publication
of the First United
Methodist Cooperative
Nursery, located within First
United Methodist Church of
Ann Arbor at 120 South
State St., Ann Arbor, M1
48104 (734) 662-7660.

FUMCN admits students of
any Race, Creed, Color, and
National Ethnic origin.
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bonniekerber@yahoo.com
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A note from Miss Juli

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the cards, gifts and holiday
wishes. Everyone was so generous. It is wonderful to be part of such a school with
such wonderful families. Not many teachers get the gratitude I do. It doesn't go
unnoticed. T am really lucky.

FUMCN closes because of the weather when Ann Arbor Public Schools close. We
do a phone chain, also. Be aware when the weather is getting bad to expect a phone
call and pass on the message.

T hope this New Year brings joy to everyone's lives. T am looking forward to
watching your children grow and mature. It is amazing how far they have come from
the beginning of the year. They are all marvelous human beings.

Now that we are back in the swing of things T want to put out a few reminders. Our
classes start promptly at 9:30 and 1pm. That is when we sit down to begin out day.
If you are late your child will be missing out on games, daily instructions, jobs and
special activities. I understand that getting out of the house is sometimes hard.
Here are a few suggestions from www.families.com:

e  Start your morning/daytime routine the night before: A few night before tips:
Have your kids shower or bathe the night before so that they're not rushed in
the mornings. Make their sandwiches for lunches the night before and lay out
the rest of their lunch stuff. Encourage them to find an outfit to wear and lay it
out in their room. Load backpacks and do whatever else you can do to prepare
for the morning.

e In the mornings/daytime, have a plan and be consistent. Use a visual schedule
like we have in the B-Room to get on our winter gear. Do things in order each
morning so they get used to knowing what comes next. Have breakfast, change
clothes, brush teeth, brush hair, make beds, and get ready to leave. Stay in that
routine and eventually they'll know what they are supposed to do without you
telling them.

Continured on page 2
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From the President’s Pen

= '{éﬁrf‘? Happy New Year, FUMCN families! I hope everyone had safe, healthy and fun holidays with family
# l and friends. As I write this, we are enjoying our first official "snow day" with inches and inches
= of the beautiful white stuff that tells us winter has arrived! In the words of my 6™ grader when
I told her that school was cancelled “Yes!" We all can use a day of f once in awhile and a “snow
day" is a great way to just drop everything and play - what a blessing during this busy time. I know that it is
one of the few ways to get me to stop doing all those things that “have to get done" and just enjoy being with
my kids.

This month brings our annual Membership Meeting on Monday, January 12™ in the Social Hall. In addition to
addressing any questions or concerns that you may have put in our suggestion box, Ms. Juli will be sharing
information about our emergency procedures and Ms. Susan will be updating all of us on our young 5's program.
We will have refreshments and the opportunity to sign up for assist days for second semester. Please come
with your calendar so you will be prepared when it is your turn to sign up.

Our enrollment Open House will be coming up on Friday, March 6™ from 10-11:30am in the FUMCN rooms. If
you are returning next year, keep an eye out for the registration forms that our Membership chairs will be
distributing soon. Also, please remember to invite people to come to the Open House and see our fabulous
preschool for 3, 4 and 5 year olds! In the past, about 90% of the people who come to FUMCN have said that
they heard about it from a friend, neighbor or acquaintance. We rely on all of our members to get the word
out about this caring, fun learning community that we call FUMCN. If you know someone who is interested but
can not come to the Open House, please give them the phone number or email of our Membership Chairs -
Colleen Burroughs or Sarah Boren-Rao so that they can set up a tour of the school.

Now that winter is officially here, keep in mind that we typically close FUMCN if the Ann Arbor schools are
closed, so you can listen to the radio or TV broadcasts on wintry mornings. If there is any question, we will
activate the phone chain. If you are the emergency parent, be sure you stand by for last minute emergencies.
Wishing you a fantastic 2009!
Lisa Hirsch

mcdfamb@sbcglobal.net

A NO‘te From MS- JU ”e (continued from page 1)

e You can use a timer to give kids a visual cue of when it's time to go to the next task.

e For younger kids, and sometimes older kids, have a list on the fridge of things that need to get done
before they can leave (and write down the time).

T hope these suggestions will be of some help to you. Happy 2009!

Ms. Juli
Jjuli@fumc-a2.org
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