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A Note From Ms. Juli 

December is upon us and the rush of this month blows me away every year. I hope 
to take a few minutes to enjoy the pure wonder of the season and not just be 
rushed by the “have to do’s”. I hope each of you can do the same. 

The kids will be working hard on some surprise gif ts for the parents and will hand 
them out at our Christmas parties. I hope you will t r y to make i t . I t truly is a 
special time where your child focuses just on you. We sing Christmas carols and 
eat wonderful treats. I am looking forward to i t . 

Each year I do a special g i f t for the kids for Christmas I have the ones for the 
3’s all wrapped up (so to speak). For the 4’s I need each of you to bring in a 
WHITE T-shirt that f i t s your child. Please wash i t and dry i t i f i t is new. I’m not 
saying what I am doing, but, the kids seem to enjoy this each year. Please have 
these in by: Monday, December 15 t h . 

Now that the cold winter is upon us there are a few things to remember to make 
things go a l i t t le smoother for the end of the day. We go outside to play every­
day when the temperature is 10 degrees (with wind-chill) or higher. I f it’s close 
to 10 degrees I will make that judgment call. When you drop o f f your child or 
helping a child start their day encourage them to put gloves and hats in the 
sleeves of their coats and take snow pants and boots out of the tote bags. This 
makes i t easier to stuf f notes and other things. I f you are the Emergency Assist 
leave the bags hanging up in the cubbies so the kids can put their shoes in them. 

When helping the kids get ready to go outside. Help them as LITTLE as possible. 
We want to build their independence as much as possible. Make things easier to 
get on. For example, loosen their boots so they can get them on easier. Things 
like this that helps them be independent helps us in the long run. There is a 
poster hanging up under the clock in the B-Room to remind them in what order to 
get dressed. This helps but i t takes time for them to get use to i t . 
Have a very Merry Christmas, a slow December and a very Blessed New Year. 

Ms. Juli 
juli@fumc-a2.org 

*f Cfunstmas 

http://www.fumcn.org
mailto:bonniekerber@yahoo.com
mailto:juli@fumc-a2.org


ijfcji Page 2 

From the President’s Pen 

What a great Fall we have had here at FUMCN! As I look back on the f i r s t 3 months of 
school, I am extremely grateful for the amazing teamwork displayed every day at our co-op 
preschool. From our fabulous auction that raised over $11,000 to our recent successful re-

licensing visit, nothing at FUMCN is accomplished without co-operation! Special thanks go to our fundraising 
chairs Moira Yuhas and Anna Morgan as well as our fabulous teachers – Ms. Juli, Ms. Sherry, Ms. Susan and Ms. 
Mary. Along with the Board, alumni, past teachers and ALL of you, these dedicated women continue the tradi­
tion of continuous improvement of our school. 

As I mentioned in my f i r s t newsletter article in Sept., the FUMCN Board gathers for an annual retreat to fo ­
cus more specifically on ways that we can improve our school. This year, in addition to further integrating the 
FUM-Fives program into FUMCN, a special theme of “Gardening & the Outdoors” came out of the retreat. A 
sub-committee is meeting to brainstorm ideas for the teachers. Keep your eyes out for ways in which this 
theme will be incorporated into the rest of our year at FUMCN. I f you have a special interest in this area, 
please speak to one of our teachers so that you can add your talents to the mix. 

Our “Suggestion Box” is up and running in the B room. Please use i t to ask questions or make suggestions so you 
can be a part of improving FUMCN as well. Mark your calendars for our Winter Membership Meeting, on Jan. 12 
at 7pm in the Social Hall. This meeting will be an opportunity for the teachers and Board to address specific 
issues or questions that have come up during the f i r s t semester. Second semester assist sign-ups will also take 
place at this meeting so i t is very important that at least one adult from your family attend with calendar in 
hand! 

As we move into December and the many fun holiday traditions that go 
with i t , my hope for all of you is that you have some quiet moments to re­
f lect on what is most important to you and your family. Sometimes in the 
hustle and bustle of the season, I can miss the opportunities to feel the 
love and peace that this time of year is meant to bring. May the FUMCN 
celebrations this month, remind us all to share that love and peace with our 
children and everyone we meet. 

Have a great December and Happy Holidays! 

Lisa Hirsch 
(Daniel, FUM Fives) 
mcdfam5@sbcglobal.net 
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Curriculum 

F U M C N FOCUS FOR DECEMBER 

Curricular Theme(s): Holidays, “Around the World”, L i f e s k i l l s 

Number(s) : 9 Le t t e r ( s ) :Hh S h a p e ( s ) : C i r c l e , C o l o r ( s ) : G o l d , 

Wow! The holidays are here! Thank you to all the family members who shared their special cultures and 
holidays with our children during the “Around the World” celebrations. What a wonderful experience this is 
for our young children (and grownups as well!). 

This month the students can look forward to lots of holiday fun and sharing. 

Parties will be held during the last hour of class on December 18th and 19th . Please plan to attend, as the 
children will be presenting gif ts to you! 

As the weather cools, We’d like to remind you of two things. First, children will be putting on and taking o f f a 
lot of extra gear as they come in and head out into the cold. Though i t is so much faster and easier (and much 
less frustrating) to do the zipping and lacing and bundling for your child, please encourage them to learn to do 
this on their own. Not only does i t build their pride and self-esteem, but also i t relieves the teacher and assist 
parents from having to do this for everyone. 

Second, as we spend more time indoors, the amount of time spent in f ront of the television seems to increase 
as well. We encourage you to limit the hours spent in f ront of the TV and grab a book or two instead. 

Mary Page (Molly 4AM) page623@tds.net 
Lisa Ziegler (Annie 3AM) timandlisaz@gmail.com 

News from FUM-Fives 

November was a great month for us. We spent time learning about voting and choosing a new president, 
bread (including a f ield t r ip to Zingermans’ factory— yum!), and Pilgrims, chores and the First Thanksgiving. 
Like FUMCN, we had a wonderful f ield t r ip to Cobblestone Farm and got a chance to experience l i fe in the 
early days of our country. 

Coming up, Fum-Fives will have a few more opportunities to interact with the FUMCN classes. We will work on 
matching uppercase and lowercase letters with the 4PM class. With the kids holding the letters. Also, we will 
join the Around-the-World- celebration on Friday, Dec 5th. Our class will host a few countries to visit, and 
we’re excited for our fives to visit the FUMCN classes that day. 

Also, in December, we will discuss the coming of winter and how the animals hibernate, with a winter hike to 
looks for signs of the coming season. And we’ll discuss the upcoming holiday season from the perspective of 
other cultures and how dif ferent families celebrate. We’re looking forward to a wonderful holiday season for 
our students and their families. 

Ms. Sherry, sheroks@comcast.net 
and Ms. Susan, srsowder@yahoo.com 


